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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

September 6, 2016. | Monett, MO 

A Serial Killer is Loose in Eureka Springs 

Local Author Publishes Second Murder Mystery Set in the Ozarks 
Ever get lost in a book? Imagining that you are following in the steps of the 
protagonist? What if he was following the same steps that you have taken 
before, passing by landmarks that you know well and going into real places 
that are in your own town or somewhere you visited?  Would it seem so real 
that you might try to find these characters?  

With Paul A. Herd’s, who writes under the pseudonym Thomas S. Mulvaugh, 
‘Ozark Blood Series’ that is what you get: Following former Kansas City 
detective Rick Ryder-who won the largest Powerball® Jackpot, one billion 
dollars, who now with his best friend FBI Special Agent Isabelle (Alex) 
Alexander and his girlfriend Yakira Rosen, take cases for those that can’t 
afford a private detective, by charging only a dollar a day.  

Ryder’s first adventure was in ‘Blood Necklace’ when the wife of the Speaker 
of the House, and Ryder high school sweetheart, was found murdered in Ryder’s 
sports car at Roaring River State Park. In the second book in the Ozark Blood 
Series,” Blood Curse’, a serial killer is loose!  Follow Ryder and his team 
through the streets of Eureka Springs, Arkansas as they walk through the 
doors of the Crescent Hotel and downtown shops trying to stop the Eureka 
Springs Slayer from striking again. Meanwhile complicating the investigation 
is that Ryder has been placed in charge of solving the case of two teenagers. 
They have been missing for over forty-years in Cassville, Missouri, it 
suddenly becomes a murder case when they are found buried in a car on his old 
family farm,each teenager shot in the head.  

Readers of Blood Necklace quoted how much they love the detail that Mulvaugh 
gives in his books, and how the story “played out like a movie in their 
heads’. Also loving the many twists and turns as one reader remarked “just 
when you think you have it figured out you don’t.”  Blood Curse will also 
give the reader that movie feeling and leave them guessing to the shocking 
end.   

 
CONTACT PAUL A. HERD 417-236-0077 email tsmulvaugh@gmail.com or 
pahpublishing@sbcglobal.net 

Visit www.tsmulvaugh.com for photos and more details.  
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AUTHOR BIO 

 

Thomas S. Mulvaugh is the pseudonym of writer Paul A. Herd. Paul spent most of his childhood growing up on a 

dairy farm a few miles north of Cassville, MO. When the chores were done and playtime came, because his siblings 

were much older than himself, he found that his imagination was his greatest ally, allowing him to create cities and 

characters in his mind.  The first story he wrote was about one of the cats on the farm, making the cat into a 

human being, and when his sister gave him a typewriter for Christmas, more stories followed.  That was just 

beginning a lifelong career as a writer.  

 

After he graduated from Cassville R-4 high school he attended Crowder College and majored in business and 

automotive technology hoping to start his own dealership. However, when he left college his mother came down 

with a severe case of rheumatoid arthritis.  Instead of placing her in a nursing home, Herd placed his life on hold to 

take care of her.  Needing something to occupy his time while still taking care of his mother, he pulled out the old 

typewriter and went back to writing.  After many rejections he decided to follow that old aphorism “write what 

you know about”.  So he penned an article about ‘how to spot a real Z-28.’   Seeing that by line, set his life goal, he 

was going to be a writer.  More articles followed and soon this lead to his first book “Chevelle SS Restoration 

Guide” that was published by Motorbooks International, nine other titles would follow with this publisher, before 

he would venture into the publishing field himself and start his own company- PAH Publishing.  Here he would 

publish many other automotive based books. 

However that longing to create and write down the stories that were running through his head was overwhelming 

and he continued to write stories only to be rejected once again.  He was trying many different genres from 

political intrigue to young adult fantasy, all failed. After an editor friend told him the two best selling types of 

fiction are romance and mystery.  Having a good friend Lee Ann Sontheimer Murphy who was a romance author, 

he didn’t want to compete with her so he tried murder mystery and thus Rick Ryder and the Ozark Blood Series 

was born, using the penname Thomas S. Mulvaugh as the author. 

Following his first murder mystery Blood Necklace’ was “Blood Curse’ Mulvaugh has more books in the series 

planned including the next one with the working title “Blood Stains’ where Ryder must  prove himself innocent of 

murder,  after Ryder’s fingerprints are found at a  mass murder scene.   

Today Mulvaugh makes his home in Monett, Mo with his wife Karla.  He also currently does book signing together 

with romance novelist Lee Ann Sontheimer Murphy in a Day of Murder and Romance.  Paul and Lee Ann met at 

Crowder College in the 1980’s and remained friends.    

 

Paul Herd 

PAH Publishing 

711 Hillcrest St.  

Monett, Mo 65708 

Phone: 417-236-0077 cell 417-635-4275 

Email tsmulvaugh@gamil.com  or pahpublishing@sbcglobal.net 
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Sample Interview  
Thomas S. Mulvaugh 

Thomas S. Mulvaugh is the pen name of well-known automotive journalist Paul A. Herd, of Monett, MO, 
who has authored the successful Chevelle SS Restoration Guide, and over thirty other titles. A quick 
search of Amazon or EBay will show proliferation of his work and titles.  
 
Paul  spent most of his childhood growing up on a dairy farm a few miles north of Cassville , MO. When 
the chores were done and playtime came, because his siblings were much older than himself, he found 
that his imagination was his greatest ally, allowing him to create cities and characters in his mind.  The 
first story he wrote was about one of the cats on the farm, making the cat into a human being, and 
when he got a typewriter for Christmas, more stories followed.  
 
Yet as he graduated from Cassville R-4 high school and went off to college, he didn’t choose journalism 
or writing as a career, or as Paul puts it “I didn’t choose writing, it chose me.”   He focused on 
automotive technology and business, in the hopes of starting his own car dealership, however that 
dream got replaced.  
  
How was it that writing chose you? 
 “By the time I got out of college, my mother had developed severe rheumatoid arthritis. I couldn’t let 
her go to a nursing home, so I put my life on hold and I began to write articles; at first receiving lots of 
rejection letters.  Then I remembered the number one rule in writing.  Write about what you know.  I 
wrote up this article on how to spot a fake Z-28. I got this magazine in the mail and WOW saw my name 
in print. The check was barely enough to buy a pizza, but that thrill of people reading something I wrote 
set me off, and I never turned back.” 
 
So it was smooth sailing from there on?   
“Oh, no! There were more rejections, but that by line made me know I could do it and I wouldn’t give 
up. So after a few more articles that were published I sent off a proposal to Motorbooks International, 
when they called and said that they were offering me a contract I could have walked on water at that 
moment. Then after that book was done I just wanted to do more.” 
 
 
 
You wrote ten titles with MBI, what made you leave there?   
“There was a change in the ownership and we no longer saw eye to eye, so I started my own company.  I 
have no hard feelings against them and they still publish several of my titles.” 
 
Why after all this time have you switched from automotive based material to murder mysteries? 
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“I had a deep feeling that I was being led somewhere else, I wanted something new to challenge me. I 
needed something that gave me that excitement back when a book was published.  Creating the Ozark 
Blood Series definitely did that. ” 
 
Why is that?  
“Because I fell under the old lie that writing fiction is all make believe, you don’t need to do research. I 
had to do as much or even more research with this book than I did with the non-fiction books. But the 
research was fun.” 
 
“Researching murder is fun?” 
 
Laughs.  “I know it is strange sounding but you spend hours reading books, going over websites trying to 
find that perfect weapon of murder, or hunting for that perfect name.  It is sometime when that one 
thing is given to a character, they just come alive and their personalities appear.”   
 
“They are your characters don’t you control them?” 
 
Only another writer can understand this, but sometimes when you are writing, characters will do things 
or say things that you didn’t plan on.  I have learned to listen to the characters and let them go where 
they want to. That is when you know you have a good story, if the characters are not living and 
breathing in your own head how can they be in anyone’s else’s?  
 
“How did you come up with Rick Ryder? Is he based or anyone real?” 
No he is not based on anyone. He comes from stories long ago. The story I had him was a sci-fi thing 
trying escape with an ice skater, the story was awful, but I just kept his name. As I was saying before 
something that character just comes to life and when I placed him in Blood Necklace, it worked.   
 
How has writing changed your life?  Is it for the better or the worse?  
 
Well it gave a purpose in life; many times we search for our purpose of what we are meant to do. I know 
this is what I am to do so I would say that was for the better.  However, it does change the way you look 
at things. As an automotive writer, I could no longer just go to a car show and look at the cars; all I saw 
was what was wrong with them.  Through Mr. Mulvaugh’s eyes as a murder mystery writer, also affects 
how you look at things.  You see a spotless marble floor at some tourist site; I see what a great place to 
set a murder mystery, my friend Lee Ann who is a romance novelist see a great place for a romantic 
scene. When you start looking through a writer’s eyes you do see the world differently.   
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 Why use the name Thomas S. Mulvaugh instead of your own?   
“Many people have asked me that but my name is too associated with automobiles, so I had to change 
it. Thomas Mulvaugh (pronounced Mul-vey) was my great-grandfather’s name. I never got to meet him, 
but my dad would tell me stories about him.  The S stands for Samuel, which was my wife’s great-
grandfather’s name, she greatly helped me with my books, so I feel this is a way I can honor both our 
great-grandfathers.” 
 
Why set a story in Ozarks  such as Cassville or Eureka Springs and not a more exciting area like a big city?   
“Goes back to the number one rule, write about what you know.  I was raised in this area and still live in 
the same general area so I know it well.  You don’t need a story set in a big city to be exciting. Some of 
the most interesting souls that ever took a breath of life are right here in the Ozarks, also some of the 
most beautiful land is also right here; it is a natural for an exciting story. ”   
 
 Are more mysteries to come?  
 “I would love to write more, including more with these same characters.  I will just have to see where it 
leads me and I will follow.  Each one will have the word Blood in the title.  I am currently working on the 
outline for the third one with the working title “Blood Stains” where Ryder is client is himself.  I would 
love to be able to continue the Ozark Blood Series as long as readers find it interesting.  
 
 
 
 

END 
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